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 Top Left—National Commander Delphine Metcalf-Foster Addresses DAV & DAVA Members at Opening Session of National Midwinter Conference 
 Top Right—National Adjutant J. Marc Burgess Addresses DAV & DAVA Members at Opening Session of National Midwinter Conference 
 Bottom Left—Commander Chicollo, Executive Director Marshall and NSO Supervisor Anderson Met with Vice Chairman of House Veterans Affairs Committee Gus Bilirakis 
 Bottom Right-- Senate and House Veterans Affairs Committee Members listen to Presentation by National Commander Delphine Metcalf-Foster 
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I just returned from our Mid-Winter conference. Our 
National Commander, Delphine Metcalf-Foster gave 
a powerful speech to the Joint Congressional and 
Senate Veterans Committee. She addressed them 
with our main issues:  

1. Comprehensive support for caregivers of 

veterans of all eras.  

2. Strengthen and modernize the VA Health 

Care system. 

3. Defending our benefits and protecting our 

future. 

4. Improve services and recognition for woman 

veterans. 

5. Support service funding for veterans benefits 

and healthcare (and many more important 

benefits for veterans) 

I can say my trip to Washington D.C. was truly 
educational listening to our National Leaders speak. 
Dr. David J. Shulkin, Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
also addressed the DAV & DAVA members and 
provided the membership with update on VA.  
 
 Our Legislative Directors had a lot of information for 
us. Please go back to your Chapters and let your 
members know to call and write their Congressman 
and Senator to vote on all the above DAV’s policy 
goals for 2018. This will be one of my main topics 
when I visit your Chapters. 

Last month I went for the grand opening of the Fisher House at 
the Lake Nona (Orlando VAMC).    There was a large crowd at 
the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Fisher House.  As with all 
other new buildings at the VAMC, this one was also on the 
beautiful grounds of the hospital. 
 
I will be making many more visits to chapters during the 
remainder of my tenure as Department Commander.  Some 
chapters have requested me to attend their Installation of 
Officers.  I look forward to visiting your chapter and talking with 
you. 
 
Convention packets will be mailed this week to all chapters.  
Included in the packets will instructions for completing registration 
forms for chapter delegates and instructions for submitting 
nominations for various department awards.  Please return 
nomination forms as soon as possible so we have time to obtain 
the various award winners plaques. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

you have looked at it you will find a lot of 
names on them. I realize that there are no phone 
numbers and it will require a little work to contact these 
people but, I 

believe the result will be worth it. This should be the job of the 
membership committee but, remember we are all recruiters. So, let’s 
make this a momentous year for new members. Also, if you have a lot 
of partial paid members contact them and encourage them to become 
full life members or at least paid on their membership. The goal is to 
have them all full life members. Once again you have some successful 
recruiting tips please share them with the rest of us. It can only make 
us all better. 

I had the privilege of attending the Annual Black and White 
Banquet hosted by chapter 78 and Auxiliary although I didn’t win 
anything. Commander Nelson and Commander Pruitt and their 
members are to be commended on a job well done even though I didn’t 
win anything and the food was good too. The guest speaker US Navy 
Veteran Johnny McKinney gave an outstanding speech, one I think we 
all identified with. Already looking forward to next year. To all our 
members keep strong and continue to march. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

Willie Tatum 
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February was a mild month for winter nationwide.  I hate 
to see what March will bring as the Ides of March are 
upon us.   
 
We were without a VAVS Representative at Bay Pines 
VAMC for quite a period of time.  Fortunately, we recently 
were fortunate to have a volunteer step-up and take the 
position.  Thanks to Patty Farrell from Clearwater 
Chapter 11 for accepting the position of VAVS 
Representative at Bay Pines VAMC.   
 
I recently visited Clearwater Chapter 11 and explained 
the difference between our 2 Volunteer Programs—
VAVS and LVAP.  All chapters should have a designated 
person compiling LVAP hours and sending them to 
Department Headquarters to enter into the DAV 
database for LVAP reporting hours. 
 
I just returned from the National Mid-Winter Conference 
in Crystal City, VA where Secretary Shulkin was the 
guest speaker.   
 
National Commander Delphine Metcalf-Foster appeared 
before the House and Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committees and laid out DAV’s 5 main legislative 
proposals.  Her presentation was well received by the 
Committees. 
 
The Department of Florida tried a new approach this year 
when meeting with pour legislators. 
 

We sponsored a luncheon at the Rayburn House Office 
Building and invited all Legislators and/or their staff to 
attend.  Usually we travel from one of 4 office buildings 
trying to meet with all Legislators.  This luncheon brought 
them to us.  Will try the same approach next year. 
 
I also attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Fisher 
House at Lake Nona VAMC.  All three Department Line 
Officers were present including Commander Chicollo and 
newly appointed Junior Vice Commander Ayala. 
 
Don’t forget to register delegates to the upcoming 
Department Convention.  Also, nominate some of your 
fellow chapter members for various Department awards to 
be presented at the upcoming convention.  The 
registration packets are in the mail tomorrow. 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tired of feeling in the dark? 
 

Want to know what is going on in the Department? 
 

Would you like a little more help in conducting DAV business? 
 
 

TOWNHALL TELECONFERENCE 

When: Monthly on the 2nd Saturday 

How: Call (641) 715-3273 
Access Code: 991969# 

 

• This is a FREE call!!! 

ONLINE / OVER THE PHONE 
TRAINING 

When: Monthly on the 4th Saturday 

How: Call (323) 920-0091 
Access Code: 3727660# 

 

• This call is FREE too!!! 
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I hope this message finds everyone in good health 
and high spirits.  As your new Department Junior 
Vice Commander I began visiting chapters to thank 
them for attending our January Mid-Winter 
Conference and/or to encourage them to attend our 
upcoming Department Convention and take an 
active part in the business of the Department of 
Florida. 
 
Unfortunately, I was asked “(w)hy are you here” or 
“(w)hat did we do wrong.  Upon taking office as our 
new Department Adjutant/Executive Director, Andy 
asked us to visit as many chapters as possible from 
November to the June Convention.  Included in the 
several reasons he gave as to why we need to visit 
as many chapters as possible, was to quell that old 
fact, that officers only visit when something went 
wrong or they are in trouble.  Clearly, we want to get 
away from that stigma.  The department is interested 
in ways we can help chapters with their goals and 
how they can help us. 
 
One of my main duties at the department is to log 
LVAP hours into the National database.  For the 
month of January, the Department logged 4, 609 
CSO/DSO activities; 1, 204 Fundraising hours; 
 

5, 535 Veterans Assistance hours for a total of 12, 685 
LVAP hours.  We need to at least double that amount 
each month for the remainder of the year.  
Unfortunately, only 19 chapters reported their LVAP 
hours.  Think how many hours the Department could 
report if all chapters reported their LVAP hours.  LVAP 
hours can be applied for attending chapter meetings, 
other meetings where the member is representing 
DAV. 
 
If you need the LVAP reporting Form, please call me 
at Department Headquarters or e-mail 
Thomas@davfla.com. 
 

 

 



 

For an  
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If so many months were named for their Latin 
numbers, why wasn’t March called…unumber?  
First, because ridiculous, and secondly, because 
the Gods had dibs on it.  March was actually 
named for the Latin Maritus—aka Mars, the 
Roman God of war and a mythical ancestor of the 
Roman people via his sons, Romulus and Remus. 
 
With the winter frosts melting and the ground 
becoming fertile for harvest again in the Northern 
hemisphere.  March was historically the perfect 
month for both farmers to resume farming, and 
warriors to resume warring.  Incidentally, the 
Pentagon still seems to agree with this Roman 
tradition with the exception of the recent Afgan 
War almost all United States-NATO led military 
operations since the invasion of Vietnam have 
begun in the month of March. 
 
Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 
who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 
who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.  
Isaiah 5:20 

I hope to see more of you at our department Convention 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 31 and concluding 
with the Commander’s Ball on Saturday night, June 2.  
Dress code for the Commander’s Ball will be Military uniform, 
dress blues, greens, whites, cameos, etc. 
 
On Friday night during the convention we hold our Memorial 
Service to honor those chapter members who left us since 
the prior convention.  Plan to attend this sacred event and 
show your respect to those members who have gone before 
us. 
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Some additional information and guidelines for 
our chapters. 

 
Approval 

 
When a Constitution & Bylaws, or amendments 
thereto, have been adopted, they must be forwarded 
immediately in triplicate to the Department for approval 
by the Department Judge Advocate.  Following receipt 
and review by the Department Judge Advocate, they 
will be forwarded to the National Judge Advocate for 
review and approval.  Until the National Judge 
Advocate has approved the document, the document 
in neither effective or binding.  In drafting Constitution 
& Bylaws, you should refer to the Department’s and 
National Constitution & Bylaws to avoid any conflicts in 
content. 
 

Incorporations 
 

Chapters may wish to incorporate under their 
respective State laws as a nonprofit corporation.  
Articles of Incorporation must follow the guidelines and 
contain the provisions as set forth in Article 17 of the 
National Bylaws.  Furthermore, the Articles of 
Incorporation must be approved by the Department 

Judge Advocate and the National Judge Advocate prior to filing 
the document with the State of Florida. 
 

Reference Guidelines 
 

It is suggested that every chapter should make and maintain 
current copies of the National and Department Constitution & 
Bylaws and have available for ready reference a current copy of 
Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.  These documents, if followed 
judiciously, should eliminate any misunderstanding and internal 
disputes within the chapter. 
 

Publicity 
 

Excellent, timely chapter publicity material is available free of 
charge on our national website @ www.dav.org/wp-
content/uploads/PublicityGuide.pdf or send your request to DAV 
Communications Department, 3725 Alexandria Pike Cold 
Spring, KY 41076. 
 

Nonprofit articles of incorporation is a legal document 
filed with the Secretary of State to create a nonprofit 

corporation. This process is called incorporating. In some 
states, the articles of incorporation are called a 
certificate of incorporation or a corporate charter. 

 



11, 1937 – October 16, 2017  
 

 

PDC Carl  

 

A 

AA 

 

AnThe 

 

A 

A friend … 
A mentor … 
A leader … 

 
A Veteran, who will be missed. 
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3 Myths About PTSD 

PTSD is a sign of mental weakness 

PTSD can happen to anyone. It is not a sign of weakness. A number 

of factors can increase the chance that someone will have PTSD, 

many of which are not under that person's control. For example, 

having a very intense or long-lasting traumatic event or getting injured 

during the event can make it more likely that a person will develop 

PTSD. PTSD is also more common after certain types of trauma, like 

combat and sexual assault. 

 

People with PTSD are dangerous 

Although PTSD is associated with an increased risk of violence, the 

majority of Veterans and non-Veterans with PTSD have never 

engaged in violence. When other factors like alcohol and drug misuse, 

additional psychiatric disorders, or younger age are considered, the 

association between PTSD and violence is decreased. 

 

Nothing can be done for people with PTSD 

There are more effective PTSD treatment options than ever. Effective 

treatments for PTSD include different types of psychotherapy (talk 

therapy) or medication. Studies have shown that for some people, 

these treatments can get rid of symptoms altogether. Others find they 

have fewer symptoms or feel that their symptoms are less intense. 

 

 
Membership Report 

 
The Department of Florida is short of its membership 
goal by 744 members.  We now stand at 57, 534 full life 
members and our goal is 58, 278.  Chapters who have 
met goal thus far are: R L Cochran Jr. Chapter 82 @ 
100.09% of goal; C Gustafson Chapter 94 @ 100.10% 
of goal; Sun City Center Chapter 110 @ 100.75% of 
goal; Bay Area Chapter 112 @ 100.65% of goal; Port 
St. Lucie Chapter 113 @ 101.00% of goal; Space Coast 
Chapter 123 @ 101.61% of goal; Orange Blossom 
Gardens Chapter 150 @103.81% of goal; Sebastian 
River Chapter 155 @100% of goal and Polk County 
Chapter 160 @100% of goal. 
 
Congratulations to these chapters for 
meeting/exceeding their membership goal. 

 

March Madness 
 
DAV Membership Campaign March Madness will run 
from March 8th thru March 28th.  Departments will once 
again be organized in a bracket style format and will 
advance each Monday and Thursday based upon the 
highest percentage of new members recruited using 
any DAV online membership application versus their 
goals established at the beginning of the membership 
year. 
 
Only those new members, both part-life and full-life, 
recruited via DAV’s online membership applications will 
be counted toward this campaign.   
 
To download the mobile membership application to your 
phone or pad, open the internet browser of your mobile 
device and type in dav.org/memberapp then follow the 
instructions provided. 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VA 
Reg
iona
l 
Offi
ce 

ce:  334-213-3365 
Fax: 334-213-5661 

 
 

NSO Office hours for NSO contact/Interview: 

By Appointment: Call office phone 

 

Office hours for telephone calls: 

Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commander 

Deborah Walker 
Cell: 334-913-3514 
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Here at DAV, we are committed to empowering veterans 
to lead high-quality lives with respect and dignity. We 
have a life-changing mission but we can only provide our 
services and support if the men and women who served 
know about them.  

 In an effort to assist our members in sharing this critical 
message, DAV has released a video aimed at highlighting 
the different ways DAV provides support.  

 It is difficult to condense all the great work DAV does for 
veterans in just over three and a half minutes, but this 
video touches on the multitude of services we offer—from 
claims assistance and advocacy efforts to employment 
support and our voluntary services programs. 

 We believe this video will be an invaluable resource for 
illustrating how DAV helps our nation keep its promises to 
the men and women who served, and we hope the 
distribution will help your local efforts to recruit new 
members, donors and volunteers. 

 The video is available to view at www.dav.org/learn-
more/about-dav/.  Click on the YouTube link at the bottom 
of the page to view it or click on “Download video” text to 
download a digital file.  I encourage you to familiarize 
yourself with it, share it, and use it in presentations and 
community events at which you are invited to participate. 

 You can increase on the impact of the video by sharing it 
on your personal social media pages. When you post the 
video on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram, you are helping 
us share DAV’s nearly century-old message of hope and 
service. Please tag your social media posts with 
#KeepthePromise. 

We hope this insight into how DAV supports veterans 

and their families will inspire greater support for the 

men and women who served. 

If you have any questions, please email 

feedback@dav.org.   

 

SALEM, Ore. – A United States Senator from Oregon is 
co-sponsoring legislation to protect veterans for paying for 
some Department of Veterans Affairs mistakes. 

Democrat Senator Ron Wyden announced he’s co-
sponsoring new rules after the V.A. mistakenly distributed 
too many benefits to veterans. The V.A. often tried to get 
back the benefits from veterans by withholding some or 
all of a veteran’s monthly disability payments, according 
to Wyden’s office. 

“Disabled veterans who have sacrificed so much and 
followed all the rules should not suddenly face 
devastating financial bills that unfairly punish them for an 
agency’s bookkeeping mistakes,” Wyden said. “This 
common-sense legislation will prevent the V.A. from 
recouping benefits in a way that generates financial 
hardships for veterans and their families when the V.A. is 
at fault for overpayments.” 

According to Wyden’s office, the Veterans’ Debt Fairness 
Act will only allow the V.A. to collect debts that occur as 
error or fraud on behalf of the beneficiary. I would also 
limit the amount the V.A. can deduct from a veteran’s 
monthly payment. 

Wyden is co-sponsoring the act along with Senators Jon 
Tester (D-Mont.), Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) and Richard 
Blumenthal (D-Conn.). 
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Calendar of Events 

 
March 11    Daylight Saving Time Began 
 
       

      
March 20    Spring begins    

      
 
March 30    Good Friday & Passover Begins 

 



 

 

Adjutant’s Column Continued 
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Chapter Officers.pdf

 
Unfortunately, may chapters hand wrote their Chapter 
Officer’s Report.  Unfortunately, also, we could not make 
out some of the addresses and e-mail addresses for the 
chapter.   
 
Some chapters did however complete the Chapter 
Officer’s Report on their computer and we could read all 
entries on the form.  I would like to thank those chapters 
who completed their form by computer. 
 
The attached link is included in hopes more chapters will 
use their computer to complete the form. 
 
You can convert this link to Word format if necessary to 
complete. 
 
Packets for Convention registration were mailed today.  
Contained in the packet is registration forms and 
information on nominations for awards and DAVA 50/50 
tickets.  In year’s past, we did not receive more than one, 
if any, nominations for the various Department awards.   

Chapter Preregistration form for Chapters to complete 
will be mailed in separate envelope.  Please ensure 
delegate’s membership code number is listed on this 
form also as well as on Delegates registration form. 
 
Volunteer drivers needed at our VA Medical Centers, 
especially Traveres Clinic to and from Lake Nona.  To 
volunteer, contact the VAVS Director at your local VA 
Medical Center. 
 
 

 
 

If you wish a Department Officer to install your 
officers, please e-mail this office and we will attempt 
to schedule a officer to attend your chapter 
installation. 


